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Waiting for Twilight Hoots

This issue:

KATIE CHAPMAN, DIRECTOR
We are eagerly awaiting the twilight hoots from our resident great
horned owls as they begin to prepare their nests here on the
island. Great horned owls lay their eggs in mid-winter, after
creating a rudimentary nesting space by pilfering an existing nest
or using a tree cavity, nesting box, cliff, or even the ground. Owls
generally do not use nests year after year, due to the extreme
wear and tear the nests receive as they raise their chicks. Last
year we observed a nesting pair of great horned owls as they
hatched two chicks, and successfully raised one of those chicks.
The surviving chick fledged and stayed close to its nesting site for
a few weeks before making its way into the world as an adult owl.
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Snowshoeing &
Stargazing
JANUARY 8TH, 8:00-10:00PM
The winter nights are beautiful at Shetek
-- come and stargaze as we snowshoe
around the island! All gear and
instruction provided. Bring warm clothes
and your sense of adventure! Ages 10adults. Cost: $15/household

Click here to register!

Snow Science

“To appreciate
the beauty of a
snowflake it is
necessary to
stand out in the
cold.”
ARISTOTLE

JANUARY 10TH, 3:00-4:30PM
Create a snow-cano, investigate
snowflakes using a microscope, blow
bubbles and watch them freeze, and
make a batch of sparkly snow dough!
Bring warm clothes that can get dirty.
All ages are welcome!
Cost: $15/household

Click here to register!

Family Ski & Snowshoe
JANUARY 24TH: 3:00-4:30PM
Spend a snowy afternoon with us!
Choose between cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, or both activities! Gear
and instruction provided. Skis and
snowshoes are available for ages 10 and
up, first come first serve. This is a casual
event where your family can explore the
island together! Bring warm clothes.
Cost: $15/household.

Click here to register!

Payments are due the day of the event -- contact us if you'd like to pre-pay for your
choice of events beforehand. Thanks!
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Our 2020 Environmental Education Annual Report
KATIE CHAPMAN, DIRECTOR

As I look outside our office windows, it doesn’t take me long to become entranced with the natural wonders that make
camp so amazing throughout the year. From the gnarled old oak trees to the waves of Lake Shetek lapping against the
shore, no matter the season our island is a treasure trove of beautiful curiosities. It is those curiosities that keep my
mind ruminating over program ideas and exploration opportunities as I put together our schedule of environmental
education events for 2021. And it is those curiosities that caused many a lump in my throat as I looked out my office
window every day, watching for school buses full of children, school buses that were never able to come this year for
school field trips and other gatherings. It is those curiosities that make me so very anxious to have learners out here
once again, to discover the uniqueness of our prairie island. It is also those curiosities that have given me pause, and a
new perspective when I think about how this year has evolved through the seasons.
Our local wildlife doesn’t seem to care that COVID-19 has profoundly affected our daily lives. The resident deer on the
island nuzzle through the grass looking for acorns and other treats. Nuthatches are busy gathering seeds, stuffing them
into little crevices in trees to find later on through the winter. Chickadees, fluffed up to stay warm, nestle together in
hopes of a not-too-distant spring. And the waterfowl gathered on the lake, fueling up on minnows and plant material for
the long journey south, have only migration on their minds. The flora and fauna have enjoyed a quieter year here on the
island, doing everything they normally do throughout the year – find food, have babies, rest, grow old, scamper about,
live life as they were created to do. They aren’t worried about budgets, canceled programs, decreasing camper numbers,
guidelines and restrictions on public events. I certainly have been. Every month since this pandemic began seemed to
hold a new disappointment, and it was hard to find joy in the small amount of programming that we were able to
accomplish. I kept praying – “Lord, help us find a way.”
The way forward through a pandemic is a trail I hope we never have to blaze again, but given the circumstances, I
couldn’t be more proud of how we weathered the challenges set before us.. We managed to host 265 summer campers,
all who received environmental education programming throughout their stay. New program opportunities were born
this year – daycare programming and outdoor (off-site) school programs! Transportation and other logistics made onsite field trips at camp nearly impossible for our regular attendees, so our EE programming went on the road this fall!
We held over a dozen daycare programs and three school programs, all of which included crafts, games, live animal
presentations and more. Our online education opportunities also grew – for the first time, we offered online classes via
Zoom and Facebook Live!
For this year, the toughest year we’ve experienced, all I wanted was to facilitate environmental learning experiences for
students of all ages, to see that light bulb come on with new knowledge gained. Even though some of those light bulb
moments happened over a screen, we did what we set out to do – creatively connected nature and people, and helped to
foster a new appreciation for our world through our programs. Technology enhanced our ability to reach out to our
communities and provided a way to teach concepts such as animal adaptations and tree science, and it gave us another
way to connect more people with our profound ministry here at Shetek. Our outdoor programs, from canoeing to
Toddlers and Trees, gave families the ability to safely have fun while mitigating the risks from COVID-19. We even
managed to create new programs in a pandemic year. This winter, support our Environmental Education program by
renting cross-country skis and snowshoes, and stay tuned for our 2021 Environmental Education public events! As
always, I remain ever grateful for my little niche position. In watching our wildlife I am reminded of God’s eternal
promise of steadfast love and how I see that love every day in his careful handiwork of nature. Take a deep breath, get
outside, explore, have adventures! Nature is still there to welcome you into a place of reflection and awe.
Katie Chapman began her career as the Director of Environmental Education at Shetek in 2013! She's glad to be home on the prairie after working in a wide range of
environmental education ventures, including creating an environmental learning center in Alaska and being a National Park Ranger in the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore. Her favorite outdoor activities are sea kayaking, hiking, hunting, and general adventuring with her husband and kids. Get in touch with Katie at
katie@shetek.org or give her a call at 507-763-3567 to learn how you can both support and enjoy our treasure of a nature center here on the island!
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Get Involved!
Volunteer Opportunities are always
available here at Shetek! In the next
few weeks we will be digging out all
of our SUGARBUSH supplies -- tree
tapping is just around the corner!
Stay tuned for more information on
how you can help!

Needs

all donations are tax deductible!

-- New or Gently Used Cross
Country Skis --- New or Gently Used
Snowshoes --- New or Gently Used Ski
Poles --- Storage totes, drawer sets,
tubs, etc. --- Clear & Clean Mason Jars
and Rings ---New Backpacks --- Gardening Tools in Good
Condition --- Garden Seeds (Flowers,
Veggies, Herbs) --- Wild Birdseed -We also have a variety of
carpentry and other servicerelated volunteer
opportunities -- email Katie to
find out more!
Every Donation Makes a
Difference! Thank You!

Ski and Snowshoe Rentals
WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE!
Shetek Environmental Learning Center has snowshoes and crosscountry skis available for daily, weekend, or week-long rentals!
To rent skis or snowshoes: Contact Katie at 507-763-3567 or
katie@shetek.org. Minimum snow depth of 3" required for use;
$20 damage deposit retained until gear is returned. Never skied
or been snowshoeing before? An instruction session can be
provided to you for an additional $25 prior to rental! Ski and
snowshoe pick up available Monday-Friday 9am-4pm or by an
appointment time that works best for you!
Rental Prices:
Daily: $5/day/pair
Weekend: $10/weekend/pair
Weekly: $20/pair/week

"The color of springtime is in the
flowers; the color of winter is
in the imagination."
--Terri Guillemets
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