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A SCOOP IN MY OATMEAL
KATIE CHAPMAN, DIRECTOR
When the sun rises in the east over Lake Shetek State Park, and
the air is thick with the scent of woodsmoke and sweet maple, the
best thing in the world is a bowl of oatmeal made with fresh sapsyrup right out of the evaporator. We keep the evaporator burning
through the night. My husband takes the first shift, from 9pm til
about 2am, and then I wake up to take the early morning shift.
Someone has to guard the almost-done syrup as it bubbles and
boils, adding sap from the prewarmer as needed and wood to the
furnace underneath. Nothing beats a bowl of hot oatmeal as you
watch the world wake up, especially when it's made with tap1947
Shetek Maple Syrup. The great horned owls keep us company from
evening till dawn, and their gentle hoots remind us of how
precious an experience making maple syrup can be. Come and
join us for this exciting endeavor at camp!
-- Katie
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Shetek Environmental Learning Center provides a
total living and learning experience. We create
enthusiasm for hands on learning, provide
kinesthetic activities, enhance education in
diverse subject areas, build classroom
relationships, and encourage personal growth
and discovery with each program.
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SYRUP ON THE PRAIRIE
MARCH 6TH, 13TH, & 27TH
This class is designed for all folks -individuals, couples, families -- to learn
the basics of making maple syrup!
Participants will learn the science and
history of syrup production, tree ID, how
to tap trees, home syrup making, and
more. Tapping supplies will be available
for purchase! 1:00pm-4:00pm
Cost: $30/household

Click here to register!

PERSONAL TOURS
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Come and experience the wonder of the
sugarbush season, on an adventure
designed just for you and yours! See
how we make maple syrup, tap a tree,
enjoy a taste test, and more! All family
members welcome for tour and treats.
90 minutes. Cost: $15/household

What did the
maple tree say to
the woodpecker?
Leaf me alone!

All SLM Public Event dates are subject
to postponement or cancellation. All
events will have COVID-19 risk
mitigation policies in place, such as
mask-wearing while indoors, social
distancing, and sanitizing hands,
equipment, and surfaces.
Please contact Katie Chapman,
Environmental Education Director, for
more information on these measures.

Click here to register!

DRIVE-THRU PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
MARCH 21ST, 10:30AM-1PM
CALL CAMP TO REGISTER! 507-763-3567
Our annual Sugarbush Pancake Breakfast
will be Drive-Thru this year! Included:
Pancakes, sausage, cheesy eggs, juice
cup and fruit. $10/meal. All proceeds
support the Environmental Education
program at SLM! Thank you!
Payments are due the day of the event -- contact us if you'd like to pre-pay for your
choice of events beforehand. Thanks!
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MAKING SYRUP AT LAKE SHETEK
A LABOR OF LOVE

A FEW SUGARBUSH STATS:
--125 MAPLE TREES AT SHETEK
LUTHERAN MINISTRIES
--40-50 TREES TAPPED PER YEAR
--125-140 TAPS INSTALLED
--40-60 GALLONS OF SAP
COLLECTED PER DAY AT PEAK
FLOW
--35 GALLONS OF SAP TO MAKE 1
GALLON OF SYRUP

Making maple syrup is an exciting pastime that we have enjoyed for many
years here at Shetek Lutheran Ministries. We anxiously wait for the woods to
wake up as winter transitions to spring, watching for signs such as icicles
dripping and the geese returning. Once the temperatures are above freezing
during the day and below freezing at night, the sap begins to run within our
many maples scattered across the Shetek landscape. We collect the sap, boil
it down, and make our delicious tap1947 homegrown maple syrup!

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MARV NYSETVOLD
How do you feel the Maple Syruping program contributes to the overall success of our ministry
here at Shetek Lutheran Ministries?
It's such a unique part of the ministry that appeals to folks from many different backgrounds and ages. The
tradition of making maple syrup is not as well known as in past years so for people to have an opportunity to
learn more about the process and taste the results is really a distinctive part of our programs. Many people may
not be as interested in our other programs but this may appeal to them and then they learn more about our
overall ministry at Shetek.

What is your favorite part about the process of making maple syrup, from tap to pancakes?
I think the boiling off process is fascinating with how many gallons of sap it takes to make a gallon of syrup.

Last one! What is your favorite breakfast item that you like to top with our tap1947 Shetek Maple
Syrup?
Well, pancakes, of course but then some always is on your plate to dip the sausage in also!
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SKI & SNOWSHOE RENTALS
WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE!
Shetek Environmental Learning Center has snowshoes and crosscountry skis available for daily, weekend, or week-long rentals!
To rent skis or snowshoes: Contact Katie at 507-763-3567 or
katie@shetek.org. Minimum snow depth of 3" required for use;
$20 damage deposit retained until gear is returned. Never skied
or been snowshoeing before? An instruction session can be
provided to you for an additional $25 prior to rental! Ski and
snowshoe pick up available Monday-Friday 9am-4pm or by an
appointment time that works best for you!
Rental Prices:
Daily: $5/day/pair
Weekend: $10/weekend/pair
Weekly: $20/pair/week

THE SHETEK MAPLE TREES
FIVE SPECIES, ALL SWEET!
Shetek Lutheran Ministries offers five different species of maple
trees, all of which are good to tap for harvesting sap. Most
prominent are the large and old silver maples, with their thin and
narrowly pointed leaves and flaky, silvery bark. We also have a
scattering of sugar maples, distinguished by their thin bark and
exceptionally colored fall leaves, and Norway maples, know best
for their thick canopy of deep green leaves. Shetek also features a
few red maples and a decorative hybrid known as the Autumn
Blaze. Most of these trees are tapped on a rotation at Shetek, as
we just don't have enough time and resources at this time to tap
and harvest sap from all 125 maple trees at camp!
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Get Involved!
Volunteer Opportunities are always
available here at Shetek! Call us at
Shetek Lutheran Ministries to find out
more about how you can help!

Needs

all donations are tax deductible!

-- New or Gently Used Cross
Country Skis --- New or Gently Used
Snowshoes --- New or Gently Used Ski
Poles --- Storage totes, drawer sets,
tubs, etc. --- Clear & Clean Mason Jars
and Rings ---New Backpacks --- Gardening Tools in Good
Condition --- Garden Seeds (Flowers,
Veggies, Herbs) --- Wild Birdseed -We also have a variety of
carpentry and other servicerelated volunteer
opportunities -- email Katie to
find out more!
Every Donation Makes a
Difference! Thank You!
Shetek Lutheran Ministries
14 Keeley Island Dr.
Slayton, MN 56172
507-763-3567
Katie: Katie@shetek.org
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