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This issue:

LAKE LIFE
KATIE CHAPMAN, DIRECTOR
The best part of summers in southwest Minnesota is our time spent at the
lake! Lake Shetek is a lake thoroughly loved by locals and travelers alike.
With 36 miles of shoreline and a maximum depth of 10 feet, the lake is
unique in being able to offer something for everyone -- fishing,
waterskiing, tubing, and more. Lake Shetek also has the distinct honor of
being the headwaters of the Des Moines river!
At Shetek Lutheran Ministries we hope to instill a sense of responsibility
in our campers for taking care of our beautiful lake. Each week, campers
pick up garbage bags FULL of trash -- cigarette butts, tires, cans and
bottles, food wrappers, empty oil containers, you name it. They are
awestruck at the sheer poundage of waste they gather, and are surprised
to hear that it's done on a weekly basis here on the island.
Our campers agree -- that stinks! Make sure when you visit our gorgeous
lake that you leave it just as beautiful as you found it. We recycle what we
can and toss the rest. There are recycling sheds and trash cans at a variety
of places along the lake. Let's do our part to keep Lake Shetek beautiful for
future generations!
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-- Katie

Our campers often find little water
friends along the shoreline such as
snails, water bugs, leeches, and other
cool critters! They study them with
magnifying glasses and then gently
release them back into the water.
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Shetek Environmental Learning Center provides a
total living and learning experience. We create
enthusiasm for hands on learning, provide
kinesthetic activities, enhance education in
diverse subject areas, build classroom
relationships, and encourage personal growth
and discovery with each program.
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WATER BUG FUN!
JUNE 5TH: 3:00-4:15PM
Come and join us for an afternoon of
finding and identifying water bugs,
making a bug craft, a story, and healthy
snack! All ages welcome--activities
geared for ages 1-5. Cost: $15/household

Q: What birthday
party game do fish
like to play?
A: Salmon Says.

REGISTER HERE!

BACKYARD STARGAZING
JUNE 19TH: 8-10PM
Sign up for a night of starry activities
including a fun craft, coloring sheets,
star identification charts, nighttime
snack, telescopes, and more! Activities
for all ages -- all are welcome
Cost: $15/family

All SLM Public Event dates are subject
to postponement or cancellation. All
events will have COVID-19 risk
mitigation policies in place, such as
mask-wearing while indoors, social
distancing, and sanitizing hands,
equipment, and surfaces.
Please contact Katie Chapman,
Environmental Education Director, for
more information on these measures.

REGISTER HERE!
Payments are due the day of the event -- contact us if you'd like to pre-pay for your
choice of events beforehand. Thanks!

THE SHETEK HOOT

PAGE 02

EE Time: How it works at CAMP!
SUMMER PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

games, crafts, nature exploration, and so much more
During the summer, environmental education is built into each day of camp! Whether you're here for Grandparent Grandchild Camp, Family Camp, Mini-Camp, or a Day Play, every program we offer includes environmental education. At
Shetek we believe that environmental stewardship is an important component of our faith journey! Kids of all ages can
appreciate learning not only about our world, but also how to take care of it. We do this through fun educational
activities, taking care of our camp animals, and picking up litter. SLM provides a treasure trove of opportunities to learn
about the environment, and the role we have in making sure it's protected for future generations!
Each week counselors and their cabins work together to pick out what activities and environmental service projects
they want to do for the week. Some cabins choose to make crafts out of recyclable materials! Others prefer to explore
the lakeshore for water bugs. They also do a great job of picking up trash alongside the road, lakeshore, and in the
courtyard. Some cabins even get the chance to take care of our beautiful camp food and flower gardens! This year our
staff and campers have a wide range of activities and service projects that they'll do throughout the summer. We hope
that all of our campers, young and old, go home inspired to take care of our Earth!

SPRING WILDLIFE
KATIE CHAPMAN
While outside enjoying the warmer spring air, planting gardens and tending to our yards, sometimes we're blessed to see baby
wildlife around us! From baby waterfowl such as wood ducks and mallards to baby deer and turtles, spring brings forth new life
for thousands of species! Unfortunately, we do see orphaned or injured wildlife from time to time. What can we do?
The answers aren't typically easy. Did you know that it is illegal to keep different types of wild animals in your home? Other
times the animal may not even be injured, sick or orphaned at all! When we interact with animals we tend to unintentionally
create stress for them, leading to further disruption, and possible death for those creatures. If you find a wild animal outside,
such as baby bunnies, ducks, deer or others, the best resource is the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, located in Roseville, MN!
They have a great website with information on what to do with different species of found animals, and are available during
operating hours to answer questions. Their website is: https://wrcmn.org/

And finally, as much as we LOVE animals here at SLM, we are not a licensed facility and cannot accept any injured or
orphaned animals. Please call us at 507-763-3567 and we can help you with the best decision for your situation!
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Shetek Environmental Learning Center has hosted several different
events at camp over the last few weeks! Interested in environmental
education programming and outdoor fun? Contact us to learn more!

Get Involved!
Volunteer Opportunities are always
available here at Shetek! Call us at
Shetek Lutheran Ministries to find out
more about how you can help!

Needs
-- New or Gently Used Cross
Country Skis --- New or Gently Used
Snowshoes --- New or Gently Used Ski
Poles --- Storage totes, drawer sets,
tubs, etc. --- Clear & Clean Mason Jars
and Rings ---New Backpacks --- Gardening Tools in Good
Condition --- Garden Seeds (Flowers,
Veggies, Herbs) --- Wild Birdseed -We also have a variety of
carpentry and other servicerelated volunteer
opportunities -- email Katie to
find out more!
Every Donation Makes a
Difference! Thank You!
Shetek Lutheran Ministries
14 Keeley Island Dr.
Slayton, MN 56172
507-763-3567
Katie: Katie@shetek.org
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