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THE SWEETEST TREAT ON THE PRAIRIE
KATIE CHAPMAN, DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
I've been feeling like a kid waiting for Christmas these days, as we prepare
our equipment for another season of making maple syrup here at Shetek!
Sugarbush is my favorite time of year, when the world is waking up and
the trees are coming to life once more. Birds return to camp, our resident
owls begin to raise their babies, and the warmer temperatures mean
flannel shirts and Carhartts are our uniform of choice. It's a timeless
process and if you close your eyes, you can almost imagine yourself back
in the times of the pioneers, boiling off syrup over a wood fire.
I love the camaraderie that making syrup brings -- the work is constant,
but it's made so much better with the help of our amazing family, friends,
and volunteers! What a precious gift of time and energy these people
bring to us when our energy is flagging. From lifting full buckets of sap to
gathering firewood, making maple syrup is an all hands on deck endeavor!
We love when people come to visit and help. See more about volunteering
further on in this newsletter!
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As we gear up for another syrup-making season, we remain grateful for the
opportunity to connect folks with a delicious pioneer pastime. Stay tuned
for updates via our website and Facebook page on when the trees are
running -- and then follow your nose to camp!

For the Kids & Wish List
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-- Katie

What's your favorite way to use pure maple
syrup? Sound off over on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/shetekELC
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Shetek Environmental Learning Center provides a
total living and learning experience. We create
enthusiasm for hands on learning, provide kinesthetic
activities, enhance education in diverse subject areas,
build classroom relationships, and encourage personal
growth and discovery with each program.
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Sugarbush 2022
Sugarbush at Shetek: Tapping Trees & Toes

Tours & Classes
Sugarbush tours and classes
can be scheduled at any time!
Tapping begins on Valentine's
Day, 2/14/2022 and we begin
boiling off as soon as the sap
runs -- generally the first
weekend of March. Come and
join us to learn all about how
to make maple syrup!

Tour and class rates are
as follows:
Sugarbush Tour:
$10/household
Sugarbush Class:
$50/household
Tours are
recommended for
youth groups, 4H,
Scouts, and other
organizations!

Sugarbush Tours (60min.) will
include tapping and evaporating
demonstrations, syrup taste tests,
and handouts!
Sugarbush Classes (2 hrs.) will
include your very own tapping
materials, handouts, tapping and
evaporating instruction and
demonstrations, and syrup taste
tests! You will be all set to tap
your own trees after taking this
instructional course!

School Field Trips
Sugarbush School Field trips are fun for all ages, preschool to senior high! All field trips include tapping
and evaporating demonstrations, syrup taste tests, handouts, crafts, and more.
Sugarbush School Field Trips are open to all schools and homeschooling families, Monday through Friday,
9am-2pm. Standard field trip rates apply -- see page 5 for fee details! Please contact us with dates in mind -the maple field trip calendar fills up quickly! Back-up dates are also available should there be inclement
weather or other circumstances that would be necessitate rescheduling your school field trip.

Join us for a pioneer education adventure -you'll love Sugarbush at Shetek!
THE SHETEK HOOT
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Sugarbush 2022
Sugarbush at Shetek: Tapping Trees & Toes

Sugarbush Square Dance:
March 19th, 5:30pm-8pm

Sugarbush Pancake Breakfast:
Sunday, March 20th, 9am-1pm

Get ready to kick up your heels and dance the
night away at our annual Sugarbush Square
Dance! Join us for an old-fashioned night of fun!
Free-will donation event.
Shetek Lutheran Ministries Activity Center
Dancing starts at 6:00PM
Mix of square dance and old-time country tunes;
no experience needed! Refreshments provided.
Square dancing & Western
attire encouraged!
Dancing optional,
toe-tapping inevitable.

Free-will donation breakfast
including hot pancakes, sausage,
fruit and so much more!
Live music provided! Come and
enjoy a beautiful morning at camp - smell the wood smoke from the
evaporators outside, hear the oldtime tunes played on the guitar and
fiddle, and taste our scrumptious
pancakes and maple syrup!

Purchase Syrup
tap1947 Shetek Maple Syrup can be purchased by calling
Shetek Lutheran Ministries at 507-763-3567 or emailing Katie
at Katie@shetek.org. Syrup is available in very limited
supply due to the seasonal and small-batch nature of our
production. Quantities may be limited. We will post
production updates online via our website, www.shetek.org
and Facebook at www.facebook.com/shetekELC

Volunteer!
Interested in helping with syrup making? There are jobs for
everyone during Sugarbush! From tapping your own trees and
bringing us sap to chopping wood, filling syrup bottles, and
changing out buckets, we have something for everyone to do!
Call Katie at 507-763-3567 to find out more about how you and
your family can help make Shetek's amazing maple syrup!
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Snowshoeing & Stargazing: February 11th, 8-10pm
Come and join us for a brrrreathtaking night of snowshoeing and gazing at
the stars! Our coldest event of the year is often the most beautiful. (We go
at any temperature!) Gather with us at the Dining Hall for orientation -we'll then take a night hike on snowshoes to find a clear spot where we
can see the stars! Snowshoes, poles, and star identification charts are
provided (but please feel free to bring your own snowshoes if you have
them!). Warm gear is a must. Plan on lots of layers! We'll have hot cocoa
and s'mores for a fireside treat at the end of the night. Cost of attending is
$20/person -- $15 program fee, with $5 snowshoe rental. If you bring your
own snowshoes, please discount the $5 fee from your total.

Register Here
DISCLAIMER: If there is not adequate snow depth (3" or more on the
ground) we will reschedule this event.
Payment must be made the day of the event. If you would like to pre-pay
ahead of time, please call the camp office at 507-763-3567. Thank you!

Snowshoe and Ski Rentals
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What do you get
if you cross a
pond with
snowshoes?
Wet!
All SLM Public Event dates are subject
to postponement or cancellation. All
events will have Covid risk mitigation
policies in place, such as social
distancing and sanitizing hands,
equipment, and surfaces.
Please contact Katie Chapman,
Environmental Education Director, for
more information on these measures.
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ON-SITE NATURE PROGRAMS
Located at the north end of Keeley Island on the breathtaking Lake
Shetek, Shetek Lutheran Ministries is home to 27 acres of wooded land
and lakeshore. Adventure is everywhere as you grow and learn! Camp
is a perfect place to try new things, get dirty, and explore the world
around you. Schedule a field trip for your school or organization by
following the steps in our handy guide.

1

2

Choose a Date
We schedule on-site field
trips year-round, on
weekdays from 9am-2pm.
All calendar dates,
excluding major holidays,
are generally available for
reservation.

F
E
E
S

3

Assemble Your Day

Arrive and Enjoy

Choose a variety of
discovery kits depending
on your field trip length.
Lunch and free play take
one hour--the rest is up to
you! See our guide for
discovery kits. Contact us
with program ideas!

We will contact you with
directions to camp and
guidelines for appropriate
gear. Upon arrival, park in
our designated area and
check in at the office
for orientation.

Length of Trip

Participant Fee

Programming
0-3 hours

$6/person

Programming
3+ hours

$8/person

Overnight Fees
Lodging: $5/person
(cabins only)
Meals: Please contact
SLM for current rates

Invoice Policy
Invoices with the total fees due will be sent
1 week prior to your field trip along with
your information packet. All fees are due at
the time of the field trip, unless other
arrangements are made with the Director.
All collected fees work to strengthen the
programming and facilities at Shetek
Lutheran Ministries, and we are grateful for
your participation in our outdoor and
environmental pursuits at Shetek! Teachers,
school staff, and other adult chaperones
will not incur any program fees.

All fees are for day trips. Overnight trips will include extra
fees, such as those for food and lodging. Trip length does
not include lunch or free play time--these are included in
your field trip at no charge!
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ON-SITE SCHOOL NATURE PROGRAMS
WHAT TO BRING
Because we are an outdoor/environmental learning center, all participants must be
dressed appropriately for the elements:
What to wear: Layers are necessary so that participants can regulate their body temperature as
needed during field trips--please wear appropriate footwear (no flip-flops), good socks, comfortable
pants/shorts, and layered tops, such as a t-shirt, longsleeve t-shirt, and a vest, jacket or sweater. It is
much nicer to add and take off layers as needed, rather than struggle to be comfortable!
Other outdoor gear: raincoat, hats, boots, mittens, gloves, scarves, sunglasses, etc.
(Participants attending overnight trips will receive a specific overnight-bag list prior to their trip date.)

CAMP AMENITIES
Shetek Lutheran Ministries is handicap-accessible, and our programming will be
designed to accommodate the needs of your group.
Shetek’s location provides for year round fun and adventure in the great outdoors. Shetek Lutheran
Ministries is for people of all ages who want to spend time having fun and learning by the lake. We
provide summer camp for youth and many events and programmed retreats for youth, adults,
senior adults, women’s groups, men’s groups and families throughout the year. We are proud to
offer the following amenities for a comfortable visit to Shetek: Handicap-accessible bathrooms, first
aid kits and AEDs, changing stations, picnic tables and indoor dining availability, large group gathering
areas, lodging space in our cabins and retreat center, and seating for classes/activities.
Please ask if there is something that we can offer that would make your group feel more
comfortable attending a field trip at camp!

14 Keeley Island Drive
Slayton, MN 56172
507-763-3567
www.shetek.org
Contact: Katie Chapman
Director, Environmental Education
Katie@shetek.org
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OFF-SITE SCHOOL NATURE PROGRAMS

Interested in a field trip through Shetek Environmental Learning Center at
YOUR place? SELC can come to you, wherever you may be. We offer a large
variety of traveling discovery kits and live animal visits. Check out our easy
1-2-3 step process for scheduling a SELC field trip tailored just for you!

1

2

3

Choose a Date

Assemble Your Day

Enjoy Your Visit!

We schedule off-site field
trips year-round, on
weekdays from 9am-2pm.
All calendar dates,
excluding major holidays,
are generally available for
reservation.

Choose a variety of
discovery kits depending
on your field trip length.
Check out our exciting
discovery kit guide!
Contact our office if you
have program ideas or
inquiries.

SELC will arrive to your
venue with all necessary
field trip components. You
will be contacted prior to
the visit with details about
best classroom set-up and
other visit guidelines.

F
E
E
S

Length of Trip

Participant Fee

Programming
0-3 hours

$6/person

Programming
3+ hours

$8/person

Standard IRS Mileage rates will be assessed to and
from your venue for all off-site programs.

EE Speaking Fees
SELC provides lectures and other environmental
education opportunities. Please contact Katie at 507763-3567 for more information on speaking fees.

Invoice Policy
Invoices with the total fees due will be sent
1 week prior to your field trip along with
your information packet. All fees are due at
the time of the field trip, unless other
arrangements are made with the Director.
All collected fees work to strengthen the
programming and facilities at Shetek
Lutheran Ministries, and we are grateful for
your participation in our outdoor and
environmental pursuits at Shetek! Teachers,
school staff, and other adult chaperones
will not incur any program fees.

SELC IS A PROGRAM OFFERED THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF
SHETEK LUTHERAN MINISTRIES. OUR PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES
ARE AVAILABLE TO ALL, REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR, SEX, AGE,
DISABILITY, NATIONAL ORIGIN, OR RELIGION.
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program guide
DISCOVERY KITS

Each kit is described by subject material, appropriate grade level, and activity
overview. For other activities or subjects, please contact SELC! Information on
activity alignment with Minnesota education standards will be available soon.
All programs run approximately 60-90 minutes in duration.
: WATER & LAKESHORE

: WILDLIFE

Subject Material

: PLANTS

Grade Level

: OUTDOOR SKILLS
Keywords/Description

Aquatic
Invasives

3-5
6-8
9-12

Invasive; ecosystem; food web; prevention
Invasive species place strain on local ecosystems. This
activity focuses on zebra mussels. Students will discuss
freshwater ecosystems, and what happens when an
invasive species is introduced.

Birds of
Minnesota

PreK
K-2
3-5
6-8
9-12

Classification; habitat; diversity; ornithology
The prairie is home to a wide variety of birds.
Students will identify and categorize bird species,
as well as practice observation, note-taking and
map skills. Students will learn to utilize
guidebooks, apps, and binoculars for bird
identification and classification! (Live animals)

Creepy
Crawlies

PreK
K-2
3-5

Adaptations; ecosystem; insect; arachnid; survival
Students will learn about a variety of prairie
insects and arachnids, and their roles in a healthy
ecosystem. Students will practice observation and
identification using naturalist tools and
guidebooks, and will create an insect craft!

Prairie
Animals

PreK
K-2
3-5
6-8
9-12

Prairie; ecosystem; habitat; adaptation; species
The tall-grass prairie is a diverse and complex
ecosystem. Species living here have a wide variety
of adaptations, enabling them to thrive despite the
dynamic climate and other influence. Students will
play games, create crafts, and learn skills such as
tracking and walking like animals! (Live animals)
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Winter Adventures Ahead!
KILEN WOODS STATE PARK: LAKEFIELD, MN

A FEBRUARY ADVENTURE

featured
winter hiking
From the DNR: For a quiet, relaxing time, hike the cool
woodland trail which meanders along the tranquil Des
Moines River, or enjoy the view of the river valley from
Dinosaur Ridge Overlook. You'll find pleasant surprises as
you explore small creeks, prairie grasslands, and oak
savannas. Visitors enjoy camping, canoeing, fishing,
picnicking and hiking. Please note that during winter hiking,
snowshoes are not allowed on groomed snowmobile trails.
Wildlife such as beaver, muskrat, raccoons, waterfowl,
songbirds, rabbits, deer and squirrels are frequently seen in
the park. The park is beautiful in all seasons!

DAYCARE PROGRAMS

Map + photos courtesy of MN DNR

KATIE CHAPMAN
Do you, or does someone you know, run a daycare here in southwest Minnesota or southeast South Dakota? Have you been
trying to think of a fun, nature-based activity for your little ones? Look no further - SLM Nature Daycare Visits are your answer!
For $4/child (plus mileage) you will receive a fun program that includes meeting a live camp animal, creating a make & take
craft, outdoor exploration, and a story! Contact us here at camp: 507-763-3567, visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/shetekELC, or visit our website at www.shetek.org to learn more about the varieties of daycare programs
we offer throughout the year -- all seasons are open for booking! There's fun in the outdoors all year round!
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Special Announcement!

Shetek Lutheran
Ministries Receives
$5,000 Clean Energy
Resource Teams SEED
Grant for Energy Efficient
Updates and Clean Energy
Educational Programs!
Slayton, MN — Shetek Lutheran Ministries (SLM) will develop and provide clean energy
educational courses, utilizing LED lighting as an example, to both course participants and
their camp guests. Thousands of camp visitors receive environmental education annually,
through interpretive public programming, educational signage, private and public events,
and school field trips. This will create opportunities for connection and engagement, and
help to advance awareness of regional clean energy initiatives. In addition, by posting
accurate information regarding energy and cost savings pertaining to Shetek Lutheran
Ministries’ LED lighting, other groups and organizations will be inspired and investigate
clean energy opportunities for themselves.
We are so excited to begin this important work! SLM is one of 74 funded project sites for
community-driven projects that help people see clean energy working in their own
communities and provide communities with opportunities to tangibly learn about and
experience the benefits of clean energy.
Thanks to the CERTs SEED grant and donations given through our Giving Tuesday efforts,
we have raised a staggering $16,159 to devote toward energy efficient updates and
educational programs at Shetek! We are especially grateful to the donors who kindly
offered matching funds to further support this endeavor. Stay tuned for more on our
energy efficient developments here at camp!

THE SHETEK HOOT

PAGE 10

Featured Prairie Critter:
The Great Horned Owl
Did you know that Shetek Lutheran Ministries
is home to great horned owls? We have
watched pairs of owls raise their young for
several years -- see our Facebook page for
pictures! Great horned owls are raptors,
meaning they are a bird of prey. They eat
rodents and other small mammals, birds,
snakes, and even smaller owls! They begin
nesting in January and February, during which
time the male will bring food to the nesting
mother. They do not migrate.

Get Involved!
Volunteer Opportunities are always
available here at Shetek! Call us at
Shetek Lutheran Ministries to find out
more about how you can help!

Needs
-- New or Gently Used Cross
Country Skis --- New or Gently Used
Snowshoes --- New or Gently Used Ski
Poles --- Storage totes, drawer sets,
tubs, etc. ---New Backpacks --- Gardening Tools in Good
Condition --- Garden Seeds (Flowers,
Veggies, Herbs) --- Wild Birdseed -We also have a variety of
carpentry and other servicerelated volunteer
opportunities -- email Katie to
find out more!
Every Donation Makes a
Difference! Thank You!

Find Us Online:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/shetekELC
Instagram: shetekELC
Web: www.shetek.org/enviroed
THE SHETEK HOOT

Shetek Lutheran Ministries
14 Keeley Island Dr.
Slayton, MN 56172
507-763-3567
Katie@shetek.org
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