
Planting Seeds of Faith
KATIE CHAPMAN,  DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

I am notorious for being unable to keep plants alive. If I am gifted a house
plant, I smile, take the gift, and promptly re-gift it to someone who will do a
much better job of taking care of it. I have often joked that I am very lucky
that my kids can yell for food and beverages, so to speak, because I would
more than likely forget to feed and water them too!

So you can understand my predicament in planting our camp gardens --
both flower and food. My office isn't set up to be a good space for growing
seedlings (if I could even keep them alive in the first place), so I rely heavily
on purchasing seedlings from our local greenhouses. Problem is, by the time
I remember to buy plants for the garden, they're already picked over and I'm
left with all kinds of hot peppers, unidentified tomato plants, and herbs. I buy
a bunch and shove them in the dirt anyway, praying they grow enough to
give kids a taste of fresh vegetables and herbs over the summer and fall
seasons. By some miracle we do ok and last year, a group of boys got to try a
fresh green bell pepper for the first time (and they loved it)!

Every year I put a lot of faith in our campers, who often choose to work in
the gardens as their service project during environmental education time.
They enjoy the process of watering the plants (and each other), and I have a
hunch that we're planting seeds in their hearts to help them understand
their role in caring for Creation!
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Shetek Environmental Learning Center provides a
total living and learning experience. We create

enthusiasm for hands on learning, provide kinesthetic
activities, enhance education in diverse subject areas,
build classroom relationships, and encourage personal

growth and discovery with each program.

-- Katie
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www.facebook.com/shetekELC
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What is a
flower’s favorite
kind of pickle?

A daffo-dill!
 

All SLM Public Event dates are subject
to postponement or cancellation. All
 events will have Covid risk mitigation

policies in place, such as social
distancing and sanitizing hands,

equipment, and surfaces. 
Please contact Katie Chapman,

Environmental Education Director, for
more information on these measures.
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DAYCARE PROGRAMS
Do you, or does someone you know, run a daycare here in southwest Minnesota or southeast South

Dakota? Have you been trying to think of a fun, nature-based activity for your little ones? Look no further -

SLM Nature Daycare Visits are your answer! For $4/child (plus mileage) you will receive a fun program that

includes meeting a live camp animal, creating a make & take craft, outdoor exploration, and a story! Contact

us here at camp: 507-763-3567, visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/shetekELC, or visit our

website at www.shetek.org to learn more about the varieties of daycare programs we offer throughout the

year -- all seasons are open for booking! There's fun in the outdoors all year round!

Spring 2022 Programs

TODDLERS & TREES
SATURDAY,  APRIL 16TH:  3 :00-4 :30PM

Join us for an afternoon of nature-based play! Toddlers and Trees is a

fun program especially geared for ages 1-5. Children will create a make

and take nature craft, hear a story, enjoy a healthy snack, and play in the

woods! Adventure is around every corner here at camp! Activities are

structured for ages 1-5, but all family members are welcome to attend

and participate. Cost is $15/household. To register, please click the link

below and submit your registration form -- Thank you!

Register Here - T & T!
SPRING INTO SPRING FAMILY NIGHT
SATURDAY,  MAY 13TH:  7 :00-8 :30PM

Come and spring into spring with us here on beautiful Lake Shetek! Bring your family out for a night of make

and take crafts, s'mores over a campfire, outdoor activities, and more. No set schedule -- show up and

participate as you'd like! Volunteers will be at our different activity stations and you may visit each station as

you wish. Register upon arrival and then dive in to make memories and enjoy a spring night together! Cost is

$15/family -- register at the link provided below. See you at camp!

Register Here - Spring into Spring!

https://forms.gle/Qf5mrd1VXDSJS4kF9
https://forms.gle/EcBYSvxLDLFSaSSs5


Take a Hike on our April Featured Trail!
P A L I S A D E S  S T A T E  P A R K
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featured

spring hiking 

From the Palisades State Park website: "Palisades
State Park is one of the most unique areas in
South Dakota. Split Rock Creek, which flows

through the park, is lined with Sioux quartzite
formations varying from shelves several feet

above the water to 50-foot vertical cliffs. Scenic
overlooks and rushing water make Palisades a
popular getaway. The park is popular among

campers, photographers, sightseers, picnickers,
rock climbers and hikers...For millions of years,

Split Rock Creek cut deep gorges through
Palisades State Park. Geologists estimate the Sioux

quartzite spires are 1.2 billion years old. Four
hiking trails twist and turn through these beautiful

Sioux quartzite formations."

Map courtesy of SD Game, Fish & Parks

Photos courtesy of Travel South Dakota & thedyrt.com 

Do you have a favorite park or hiking trail? Email
Katie to have it featured for our Adventure of the

Month!

Park Contact

Information:

Palisades State Park
 25491 485th Avenue
Garretson, SD 57030

605.594.3824
Email: PalisadesPark@state.sd.us

mailto:PalisadesPark@state.sd.us


We will contact you with
directions to camp and

guidelines for appropriate
gear. Upon arrival, park in
our designated area and

check in at the office 
for orientation.

 

ON-SITE NATURE PROGRAMS
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1 2 3
Choose a Date Assemble Your Day Arrive and Enjoy

We schedule on-site field
trips year-round, on

weekdays from 9am-2pm.
All calendar dates,

excluding major holidays,
are generally available for

reservation.

Choose a variety of
discovery kits depending
on your field trip length.
Lunch and free play take

one hour--the rest is up to
you! See our guide for

discovery kits. Contact us
with program ideas!

F
E
E
S

Length of Trip
Programming

0-3 hours

Programming
3+ hours

Participant Fee
$6/person

$8/person

Invoice Policy
Invoices with the total fees due will be sent
1 week prior to your field trip along with

your information packet. All fees are due at
the time of the field trip, unless other

arrangements are made with the Director.
All collected fees work to strengthen the

programming and facilities at Shetek
Lutheran Ministries, and we are grateful for

your participation in our outdoor and
environmental pursuits at Shetek! Teachers,

school staff, and other adult chaperones
will not incur any program fees.

Located at  the north end of  Keeley Is land on the breathtaking Lake
Shetek ,  Shetek Lutheran Ministr ies  is  home to 27 acres of  wooded land
and lakeshore .  Adventure is  everywhere as you grow and learn!  Camp
is a  perfect  p lace to t ry  new things ,  get  d ir ty ,  and explore the wor ld
around you.  Schedule a  f ie ld t r ip  for  your school  or  organizat ion by

fol lowing the steps in our handy guide .  

Overnight Fees
Lodging: $5/person

(cabins only)
Meals: $7.50/meal,

per person

All fees are for day trips. Overnight trips will include extra
fees, such as those for food and lodging. Trip length does
not include lunch or free play time--these are included in

your field trip at no charge!



ON-SITE SCHOOL NATURE PROGRAMS
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W H A T  T O  B R I N G
Because we are an outdoor/environmental learning center, all participants must be

dressed appropriately for the elements:

What to wear: Layers are necessary so that participants can regulate their body temperature as
needed during field trips--please wear appropriate footwear (no flip-flops), good socks, comfortable
pants/shorts, and layered tops, such as a t-shirt, longsleeve t-shirt, and a vest, jacket or sweater. It is

much nicer to add and take off layers as needed, rather than struggle to be comfortable!
Other outdoor gear: raincoat, hats, boots, mittens, gloves, scarves, sunglasses, etc.

(Participants attending overnight trips will receive a specific overnight-bag list prior to their trip date.)

C A M P  A M E N I T I E S
Shetek Lutheran Ministries is handicap-accessible, and our programming will be

designed to accommodate the needs of your group.

Shetek’s location provides for year round fun and adventure in the great outdoors. Shetek Lutheran
Ministries is for people of all ages who want to spend time having fun and learning by the lake. We

provide summer camp for youth and many events and programmed retreats for youth, adults,
senior adults, women’s groups, men’s groups and families throughout the year. We are proud to

offer the following amenities for a comfortable visit to Shetek: Handicap-accessible bathrooms, first
aid kits and AEDs, changing stations, picnic tables and indoor dining availability, large group gathering

areas, lodging space in our cabins and retreat center, and seating for classes/activities. 
Please ask if there is something that we can offer that would make your group feel more

comfortable attending a field trip at camp!

14 Keeley Island Drive
Slayton, MN 56172

507-763-3567
www.shetek.org

Contact: Katie Chapman
Director, Environmental Education

Katie@shetek.org



OFF-SITE SCHOOL NATURE PROGRAMS
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Interested in a field trip through Shetek Environmental Learning Center at
YOUR place? SELC can come to you, wherever you may be. We offer a large
variety of traveling discovery kits and live animal visits. Check out our easy

1-2-3 step process for scheduling a SELC field trip tailored just for you!

1 2 3
Choose a Date Assemble Your Day Enjoy Your Visit!

We schedule off-site field
trips year-round, on

weekdays from 9am-2pm.
All calendar dates,

excluding major holidays,
are generally available for

reservation.

Choose a variety of
discovery kits depending
on your field trip length.
Check out our exciting

discovery kit guide!
Contact our office if you
have program ideas or

inquiries.

SELC will arrive to your
venue with all necessary

field trip components. You
will be contacted prior to

the visit with details about
best classroom set-up and

other visit guidelines.

F
E
E
S

Length of Trip

Programming
0-3 hours

Programming
3+ hours

Participant Fee

$6/person

$8/person

Invoice Policy
Invoices with the total fees due will be sent
1 week prior to your field trip along with

your information packet. All fees are due at
the time of the field trip, unless other

arrangements are made with the Director.
All collected fees work to strengthen the

programming and facilities at Shetek
Lutheran Ministries, and we are grateful for

your participation in our outdoor and
environmental pursuits at Shetek! Teachers,

school staff, and other adult chaperones
will not incur any program fees.

Standard IRS Mileage rates will be assessed to and
from your venue for all off-site programs.

EE Speaking Fees
SELC provides lectures and other environmental

education opportunities. Please contact Katie at 507-
763-3567 for more information on speaking fees.

SELC IS A PROGRAM OFFERED THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF
SHETEK LUTHERAN MINISTRIES.  OUR PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES
ARE AVAILABLE TO ALL,  REGARDLESS OF RACE,  COLOR, SEX,  AGE,

DISABILITY,  NATIONAL ORIGIN,  OR RELIGION.
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:  WATER & LAKESHORE : WILDLIFE : PLANTS : OUTDOOR SKILLS

Aquatic
Invasives

3-5
6-8

9-12

Invasive; ecosystem; food web; prevention
Invasive species place strain on local ecosystems. This
activity focuses on zebra mussels. Students will discuss
freshwater ecosystems, and what happens when an
invasive species is introduced.

Birds of
Minnesota

3-5
6-8

9-12

K-2
PreK Classification; habitat; diversity; ornithology

The prairie is home to a wide variety of birds.
Students will identify and categorize bird species,
as well as practice observation, note-taking and
map skills. Students will learn to utilize
guidebooks, apps, and binoculars for bird
identification and classification! (Live animals)

Creepy 
Crawlies 3-5

PreK
K-2

Adaptations; ecosystem; insect; arachnid; survival
Students will learn about a variety of prairie
insects and arachnids, and their roles in a healthy
ecosystem. Students will practice observation and
identification using naturalist tools and
guidebooks, and will create an insect craft! 

3-5
6-8

9-12

K-2
PreK

Prairie 
Animals

Prairie; ecosystem; habitat; adaptation; species
The tall-grass prairie is a diverse and complex
ecosystem. Species living here have a wide variety
of adaptations, enabling them to thrive despite the
dynamic climate and other influences. Students
will play games, create crafts, and learn skills such
as tracking and walking like animals! (Live animals)

program guide
D I S C O V E R Y  K I T S

Each kit is described by subject material, appropriate grade level, and activity

overview. For other activities or subjects, please contact SELC! Information on

activity alignment with Minnesota education standards will be available soon.

All programs run approximately 60-90 minutes in duration.

Grade LevelSubject Material Keywords/Description



Get Involved!
Volunteer Opportunities are always
available here at Shetek! Call us at

Shetek Lutheran Ministries to find out
more about how you can help!

Needs
-- New or Gently Used Cross

Country Skis --
-- New or Gently Used

Snowshoes --
-- New or Gently Used Ski

Poles --
-- Storage totes, drawer sets,

tubs, etc. --
--New Backpacks --

-- Gardening Tools in Good
Condition --

-- Garden Seeds (Flowers,
Veggies, Herbs) --
-- Wild Birdseed --

 
We also have a variety of

carpentry and other service-
related volunteer

opportunities -- email Katie to
find out more!

 
Every Donation Makes a
Difference! Thank You!

 
Shetek Lutheran Ministries

14 Keeley Island Dr.
Slayton, MN 56172

507-763-3567
Katie@shetek.org
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Find Us Online:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/shetekELC

Instagram: shetekELC

Web: www.shetek.org/enviroed

In the early morning hours, as dawn just barely begins to

break at Shetek, you may hear the call of the barred owl:

"Who cooks for you? Who cooks for you alllll?" The barred

owl is uncommon in the southwest corner of the state --

their range is generally eastern, along the Mississppi River

up into the forests of northern Minnesota. Barred owls eat

mice, squirrels, rabbits, birds, frogs, fish and crayfish, and

are preyed upon by great horned owls, raccoons, and

hawks. Fun fact: A barred owl's right ear is higher than its

left ear. Hearing from two different angles helps it

pinpoint the location of prey.

 

Featured Prairie Critter:
The Barred Owl

Do you have a
favorite
prairie

critter? Email
Katie and

submit your
critter to be

the next
Creature
Feature!


